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Located in the south eastern portion of Sicily, Ragusa is actually
distinguishing itself from other Sicilian cities thanks to a close network of small
and medium enterprises which are also taking advantage of growing tourism
demand on the territory, driven by affordable prices, by the presence of the sea
and by many baroque towns. This growth of local economy had great benefit on
construction market particularly for

residential buildings, accommodation facilities, and retail activities, with
cases of great quality architecture. Key player in the scene of contemporary

architecture in the area is the Ragusa-based firm Architrend, that approaches

design as an interdisciplinary venture where minimum form takes maximum
Sie

The two partners Gaetano Manganello (1960) and Carmelo Tumino
(1960) design and build public buildings, resorts and single family houses with a
contemporary minimalist and direct approach.

To house their new office Manganello and Tumino had designed themselves
a building for their headquarter in an area of urban sprawl on the outskirts of
HYPERLINK "http://www.archdaily.com/tag/ragusa/" \o "Posts tagged with

Ragusa'Ragusa.
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Completed in 2008 the two storey building houses also retail activities (ground floor) and offices of a
building contractor (in a portion of first floor).

Made of reinforced HYPERLINK "http://www.archdaily.com/tag/concrete/" \o "Posts tagged with
Concrete"concrete and covered in glass, this building is a great example of modern architecture, as a clear
declaration of contemporary approach away from usual, and still current, architecture in Sicily, with neo-
baroque, neo-Moresque, Spanish and Portuguese influences.

The building tends to get minimal, with the least formal means, the ultimate functional outcome.

The simple functional scheme is actually a system of well solved construction details.

Services and pipes are located in a central core branching above false ceilings, these are left behind the
glass facade like columns.

The drainpipes are located in the back of the building hide in aluminum studs.

In Sicily the choice of glass facades is not risk free due to high solar radiation and climate conditions (with
consequent high energy consumption for heating and cooling), solved by several design measures.

Wide overhangs to protect the entire perimeter of the building’s windows from the sun, the curtain walls
are made of aluminum frames with thermal and solar control double glazing with argon gas, along with a system
of exterior blinds in aluminum slats, electrically adjustable , maximizing the contribution of solar radiation.

A system made up of photovoltaic panels, installed in an open area of the lot (600 sqm), by the power of
SOKW, fully complies with the building’s energy requirements.

The system allows to maintain the operational energy requirements of the building also the surplus is sold
to public electric dealer and the investment can be amortized in 20 years.

The formal approach tends to minimize “a cage effect” with light frames and high ceilings windows, with
hidden frames in floors, and frame-free glued glasses in the corner. The building has a large frame on the first
floor, HYPERLINK "http://www.archdaily.com/tag/concrete/" \o "Posts tagged with Concrete"concrete-face
view of 50 cm height. As this is the size of standard formwork it was so possible to optimize materials and costs
reducing waste and giving a strong character to final aspect of the building. Two exterior stairs, made of steel
structure and stone treads, give a dematerialized and lightweight effect to the building.

A modular grid of 120 cm rules the main components of the entire construction, glasses, pavements,

interior walls and also furniture.
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